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Be careful when you use research that others have done.  Only information that is widely available from a 
variety of sources—such as historic facts and geographic data—can be used without giving credit. 

For example, if you were writing a research paper on earthquakes and you wanted to compare California 
earthquakes to others throughout history, you could find and use the dates and locations of other major earthquakes 
without referencing a specific source because similar information is available from any number of sources.  If, 
however, you wanted to use a person’s story about an earthquake, an analysis of the cause of an earthquake, or even a 
description of an earthquake, you would have to give credit to your source. 

To serve as an example, this is an original paragraph from Joan Delfattore’s book. 
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