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Occasionally prepositions will throw you. Consider, for example which is better: "different from," or "different 
than?" Though both are used widely, "different from" is considered grammatically correct. The same debate 
surrounds the words "toward" and "towards." Though both are used, "toward" is preferred in writing. When in 
doubt, check a handbook.  

8. Comma splice. 
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tapes, peace and love, and for all the world to be happy." If you are in the habit of using a comma before the 
"and," you'll avoid confusion in sentences like this one.  

16. Pronoun agreement error. 

Many students have a problem with pronoun agreement. They will write a sentence like "Everyone is entitled to 
their opinion." The problem is, "everyone" is a singular pronoun. You will have to use "his" or "her."  

17. Unnecessary commas with restrictive clauses. 

See the explanation for number five, above.  

18. Run-on, fused sentence. 

Run-on sentences are sentences that run on forever, they are sentences that ought to have been two or even 
three sentences but the writer didn't stop to sort them out, leaving the reader feeling exhausted by the 
sentence's end which is too long in coming. (Get the picture?) Fused sentences occur when two independent 
clauses are put together without a comma, semi-colon, or conjunction. For example: "Researchers investigated 
several possible vaccines for the virus then they settled on one"  

19. Dangling, misplaced modifier. 

Modifiers are any adjectives, adverbs, phrases, or clauses that a writer uses to elaborate on something. 
Modifiers, when used wisely, enhance your writing. But if they are not well-considered - or if they are put in the 
wrong places in your sentences - the results can be less than eloquent. Consider, for example, this sentence: 
"The professor wrote a paper on sexual harassment in his office." Is the sexual harassment going on in the 
professor's office? Or is his office the place where the professor is writing? One hopes that the latter is true. If it 
is, then the original sentence contains a misplaced modifier and should be re-written accordingly: "In his 
office, the professor wrote a paper on sexual harassment." Always put your modifiers next to the nouns they 
modify. 
 
Dangling modifiers are a different kind of problem. They intend to modify something that isn't in the 
sentence. Consider this: "As a young girl, my father baked bread and gardened." The writer means to say, 
"When I was a young girl, my father baked bread and gardened." The modifying phrase "as a young girl" refers 
to some noun not in the sentence. It is, therefore, a dangling modifier. Other dangling modifiers are more 
difficult to spot, however. Consider this sentence: "Walking through the woods, my heart ached." Is it your 
heart that is walking through the woods? It is more accurate (and more grammatical) to say, "Walking through 
the woods, I felt an ache in my heart." Here you avoid the dangling modifier.  

20. Its/it's error. 

"Its" is a possessive pronoun. "It's" is a contraction for "it is."  
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