
Grays Harbor College Board of Trustees Regular Meeting  
March 16, 2024 

Board Meeting 10:00 a.m.  

Members Present: Aliza Esty, Astrid Aveledo, Dr. Paula Akerlund,  Dr. Harry Carthum , Jim Sayce  

Members Absent: None  

Others Present: Alana Bertot, Ambrocia Sanchez, Amy Montoure,  Anita Plagge, Ariel Finfrock, Barbara 
Dyer, Brittany Ferry, Cara Beth Stevenson, Cheyenna Carroll, Chris Dugan, Colleen Meyers, Derek Edens, 
Dr. Carli Schiffner, Dr. Cosette Terry-itewaste, Evi Buell, Floyd Plemmons, Gary Arthur, Holly Duffy, Isaac 

Lori Christmas, Marjie Stratton, Matt Edwards, Michelle O’Connor, Monica Baze, Monica Todd, Paige 
Pierog, Paula Grow, Penny James, Peter DenAdel, Sean Lyons, Shannon Bell, Susan Schreiner, Sydni 
Yager, Terri Bell, Tia Allen, Tom Kuester  

I. Call to Order/Roll Call 

Chair Dr. Paula Akerlund  called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m. Roll call was made ; all members were 
present.   

II. Pledge of Allegiance  

Chair Dr. Paula  Akerlund  led attendees in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

III. Land Acknowledgment  

Jim Sayce  read the Land Acknowledgment. Chair Dr. Paula Akerlund thanked Jim Sayce  for reading the 
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Grays Harbor College  Women’s Wrestling Team won the National Collegiate Wrestling Association 
Northwest Conference Championship three years in a row . Currently ranked number one in the country 
in our division, w on the National Duals and the Women’s Freestyle tournament last week . The women’s 
team is h eading to Louisiana March 13-16 for the National tournament and going for the “Triple 
Crown” win .  

VII. Action Items & Standing Reports 

Action 

1. Approval of February  8, 2024 Minutes  

Chair Dr. Paula Akerlund  entertained a motion to approve the February  8, 2024 minutes as 
submitted . Motion moved by  Jim Sayce , Aliza Esty  seconded the motion. Motion carried.  

2. Approval to approve the purchasing new computers and accessories for the Esports program 
$55,000. 

Chair Dr. Paula Akerlund  entertained a motion to approve the purchasing new computers and 
accessories for the Esports program $55,000. Motion to approve the purchasing new computers 
and accessories for the Esports program of $55,000 made by Jim Sayce,  Dr. Harry Carthum, 
seconded the motion. Motion carried.  

3. Faculty Rehire and Tenure Decisions – as a result of Executive Session.  
Chair Dr. Paula Akerlund entertained a motion to grant tenure status at Grays Harbor College to 
Terri Bell. Motion made by Jim Sayce and seconded by Dr. Harry Carthum. Motion carried.  
Chair Dr. Paula Akerlund entertained a motion to grant tenure status at Grays Harbor College to 
Sean Lyons. Motion made by Dr. Harry Carthum and seconded by Aliza Esty. Motion carried.  
Chair Dr. Paula Akerlund entertained a motion to grant tenure status at Grays Harbor College to 
Anita Plagge. Motion made by Astrid Aveledo and seconded by Aliza Esty. M otion carried.  
Chair Dr. Paula Akerlund entertained a motion to grant tenure status at Grays Harbor College to 
Ambrocia Sanchez. Motion made by Aliza Esty and seconded by Dr. Harry Carthum. Motion 
carried.  
Chair Dr. Paula Akerlund entertained a motion to  rehire tenure probationers Donald Burke, 
Heather Gilmore , Chris Graham, Evan Yankey, Destini Kirkwood and Scott Melton at Grays 
Harbor College. Motion made by Dr. Harry Carthum and seconded by Astrid Aveledo. Motion 
carried. 
 

Standing Reports 

1. Student Government (Isaac Humiston ) 
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Student government 
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At the April Board of Trustees meeting, Kristy Anderson and Matt Edwards will deliver a 
comprehensive review of the three recommendations outlined in the Ad Hoc Report. 

Student Services and Instructional Building Update (Floyd Plemmons)  

Update on the Student Services and Instructional Building is near completion. The two 
passenger elevators passed inspection by the Washington State Department of Labor and 
Industries on February 26. The city of Aberdeen issued a Temporary Certificate of Occupancy on 
February 28. Grays Harbor College staff have started moving into the building in phases. Moving 
will continue through March with the goal being that portions of the building wil l be open to 
students for Spring Quarter.  

10. Board Report 
a. Trustee Choker Account 
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South Sound Bend Boat provided a million dollars from the Federal Government. 
Meeting with stakeholders on boat maintenance on how to support long term boat 
maintenance at South Sound Bend Boat .   
 

VIII. Non-Public Session  

Non-Public Session covered by the Open Public Meetings ACT per RCW 42.30.140  
No non-public session.  

X. 
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